
In 2016-17 the V&A lent 1,380 objects to temporary exhibitions at 125 UK venues and 105 venues 

overseas. Additionally, 1485 long-term loans supported permanent displays at 138 venues in the UK and 

9 venues overseas. Some highlights include: 

In the UK 

• About Time, The Dick Institute, Kilmarnock. We lent 13 photographs to this exhibition exploring 

the concept of time from a range of photographers and time periods. It was run in tandem with 

a photography festival involving a number of venues around Scotland. 

 

• In a Dream You Saw a Way to Survive and You Were Full of Joy, Whitworth Art Gallery, 

Manchester. We lent 18 textiles, photographs, woodcuts and a plaster cast to this exhibition 

curated by artist Elizabeth Price. It considered the psychological and affective power of images 

and objects in art that represent or express horizontal things, states and appearances (sleeping, 

working, mourning and dancing).  

 

• The New Line: Works from the Jobbing Printing Collection, De La Warr Pavilion, Bexhill-on-Sea 

The V&A lent 24 items from its ‘Jobbing Printing Collection’, which was established by the 

National Art Library in the 1930s to capture the social, political and technological changes of the 

era through commercial print. The ‘New Line’ presents a selection of items from the collection, 

including lifestyle and trade magazines, beauty catalogues, tourism brochures and a packet for 

stockings. 

• Pietro Lorenzetti: Siena to Hull, a Masterpiece Revealed,  Ferens Art Gallery, Hull 

We lent two marble Italian statuettes from c. 1320 to this exhibition to celebrate the relaunch of 

the newly-refurbished gallery and inaugurate Hull as UK City of Culture. It explored Sienese art 

of the 14th century based around Lorenzetti’s panel depicting Christ between Saints Paul and 

Peter acquired by the Ferens in 2013. 

 

• Madonnas and Miracles: The Holy Home in Renaissance Italy, The Fitzwilliam Museum, 

Cambridge. We lent 19 objects from various collections to this major exhibition which is the 

result of a 4-year interdisciplinary EU-funded research project. It aims to bring to life the rich 

religious practices, objects and imagery found in the Renaissance home. It will offer an insight 

into spirituality of the period through the entire social spectrum, from fine works of art from 

elite households to more humble objects in ordinary houses. 

 

Overseas 

• Venice Architecture Biennale: A World of Fragile Parts, Sale d’Armi, Arsenale, Venice. In the first 

large scale collaboration of the Venice Biennale with an international museum, we lent 39 

objects from our collections, forming part of a larger, V&A –curated exhibition. 

 



• The Great Age of the Seljuqs, The Metropolitan Museum, New York. We lent 10 sculptures, 

ceramics and metal objects to this major exhibition examining the arts and culture of the 

Turkish dynasty that ruled Iran, Anatolia and Northern Syria and Iraq between 1038 and 1307. 

 

• Artist and Empire, National Gallery, Singapore.  We lent 14 paintings and photographs and a 

hand loom to this exhibition organised in collaboration with Tate. It explores the ways the 

empire was represented and contested in a major trans-geographic  (British Isles, North 

America, the Pacific, SE Asia and Africa) and trans-historic presentation from 16th century to the 

present 

 

• Léon Bakst, Nouveau Musée National de Monaco. We lent 28 objects from our Theatre and 

Performance collections to an exhibition inspired by the concept of ‘dreams’ and ‘irreality’ 

within the artist’s oeuvre evolving into the themes of fantasy, fables and fairy tales. 

 

• The Spectacular Second Empire, 1852 – 1870, Musée d’Orsay, Paris. We lent 11 objects from our 

ceramics, metalwork and Fashion/Textiles/Furniture collections to this important exhibition 

organised for the first time on the subject of the Second Empire of arts and spectacles. It proposed 

a renewed vision of this great period of creation and modernisation.  

 

Loans programme 

  Total UK Overseas 

Number of objects Short-term 1,380 808 572 

 Long-term 1,485 1,391 94 

 Total 2,865 2,199 666 

Number of venues  378 263 114 

 


